His Excellency Mr. Antonio Guterres
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York
15 April 2022

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

As former staff members of the UN system, we, the undersigned, are taking the liberty
to address you directly in your capacity as chief executive of the one and only global body that
our world possesses. We are a small sample of the thousands of dedicated staff who have
worked and are still working for the ideals enshrined in the UN Charter, believing in the UN's
mission and, at times, risking our own lives to advance the UN’s good work around the world.

We have decided to raise our voice out of concern for the existential challenge that the
United Nations is facing in this historic juncture. The Russian invasion of Ukraine severely
undermines the post-World War II global order. It is the pinnacle of a series of threats to

humanity’s peace and security, shared prosperity and respect for human rights that the UN
embodies.

No longer working for the UN, we are not privy to the behind-the-scenes initiatives that
you and other senior Secretariat officials may be pursuing. We have heard your appeals to
stop the conflict. What we and the broader public want to see, though, is a political UN
presence and public engagement, in addition to the UN’s notable humanitarian response to the
Ukraine crisis. We want to see a clear strategy to re-establish peace, starting with a provisional
ceasefire, and the use of the UN’s capacity for good offices, mediation and conflict-resolution.
That could include visits to the conflict-stricken areas, discussions with the opposing sides,
even moving your own office temporarily to Europe, closer to the urgently needed negotiations
and, thereby, indicating the UN’s resolve to address this major crisis head-on.

We know that you care deeply about ensuring a positive impact of our United Nations
on humanity and the planet, which will also mark your legacy at the helm of the world body.
We therefore implore you to intensify your personal efforts, deploying all capabilities at your
disposal and acting upon lessons learnt from previous conflicts, for the cessation of hostilities
and conflict resolution through peaceful means.

This is the raison d’étre of the United Nations, which is being tested again in this case.
We are horrified at the alternative, the UN becoming increasingly irrelevant and, eventually,
succumbing to the fate of its predecessor, the League of Nations, with the human losses and
material destruction that went with it.

We stand ready to help in whatever way we possibly can, amplifying the UN’s message,
raising resources, even volunteering to serve again for a certain period. We are already doing
a lot in this regard, but we and the world need your clarion call, strategic vision and catalytic
actions, as Secretary-General of the United Nations.

We greet you in solidarity and await your practical response in the spirit of the UN
Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and all the achievements in international
law and global governance of the past several decades that should not be diminished nor lost.

Yours truly,

(Signatories follow in alphabetical order of surnames -

the list of signatories may be updated at a later stage, as signatures keep being added)



. No. Family Name(s) First Years of Organization Indicative former position at UN
Name(s) Service
1 AGUILAR Pilar 18 UNICEF Chief, UNICEF Education Programme in Rwanda
2 AKOPYAN David 27 UNDP UNDP Syria Country Director
3 ASKWITH Michael 30 UNDP UN Resident Coordinator / UNDP Resident Representative
4 BAHAMDOUN Maha 25 UNDP, UN Office of 66th Senior Advisor on Sustainable Development to
President of UNGA the President of the 66th UN General Assembly
5 BARAVILALA Wame 12 UNFPA Adviser in Maternal & Reproductive Health
6 BARBER Martin 21 UNHCR, UNOCHA, DPKO Director, UN Mine Action Service
7 BARRETT Karen 12 UN/DPI Information Officer
8 BAUMANN Franz 35 UN Secretariat, UNODC, Assistant Secretary-General
UNOV, UNDP, UNIDO,
MICIVIH
9 BETTELLI Paola 15 UNDESA Senior Economics Affairs Officer, New York Office Regional
Commissions (2014-2016)
10 BEYENE Asfaha 32 UNEP, UNFCCC Coordinator/Director, Administrative Services (Finance,
HR, Support Services), UNFCCC
11 BHALLA Karunesh 37 UNDP Director, Ethics Office, UNDP
12 BIELLIK Robin ] 23 UNICEF, WHO WHO Epidemiologist, EPI Team Leader, Southern Africa
13 BOELCKE Cristina 25 UNEP Director, Division of Regional Cooperation
14 BONDI Loretta 6 OHCHR Speechwriter
15 BORCHARDT Katharina 28 UN Secretariat, OLA, UNICEF Chief, Governance
16 BOWDEN Mark 15 UN OCHA UNMIS, UNDP, DSRSG/RC/HC for Afghanistan
UNAMA
17 BREINES Ingeborg 24 UNESCO Director, UNESCO
18 BRUDON Pascale 22 WHO WHO Country Representative in Viet Nam
19 BURLEY John 32 UN, UNCTAD, UNDP Director, UNCTAD
20 CABASSI Julia 6 UNFPA Regional Policy & Advocacy Adviser, Sexual
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)
21 CANDO Lee 15 UNFCCC, UNDP, UNICEF, UN  Programme Officer
Secretariat
22 CARTER J. Floyd 16 UNTAC, UNPROFOR, UNLO
Zagreb, UNLO Belgrade,
UNMIK, MINUSTAH
23 CHAPELIER Josyane 22 UNDP Division Chief, RBEC
24 CHATURVEDI Suvira 20 UNIFEM, UNDP, UNICEF, ILO UNIFEM Head of Office (Kosovo), UNDP Chief
Technical Advisor (Bangladesh)
25 CHAVEZ Maria-Luisa 32 UN Secretariat Chief, Non-Governmental Organizations Relations,
Department of Public Information
26 CHEN Yunhua 23 Department of General Chief of the Chinese Copy Preparation and Proofreading Unit
Assembly and Conference
Management, UN Secretariat
27 CHHIBBER Ajay 5 UNDP, UN Secretariat Assistant Secretary-General
28 CHIODO Marco 6 UNICEF, UN Deputy Executive Director, Assistant Secretary-General
Vianello for Public Information
29 CLARK Christian 29 UNICEF, OCHA, UNDP, UNICEF Spokesperson in Somalia, Rwanda, Albania,
UNMON Kosovo
30 CLAYCOMB Paula 28 UNICEF Chief, Landmines & Small Arms Unit
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UNDP, UN Secretariat
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DIESA (NY), UNOV, UNODC
(Vienna)
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Speechwriter, Communication Officer, Regional
Communication Advisor

Director, UNU Office in New York

Deputy Executive Chairman, UN Special Commission
for Iraq

UN Resident Coordinator/UNDP Resident
Representative

USG of the Vienna Office, Director-General of the UN
Office on Drugs and Crime

Assistant Executive Director

UN SRSG, UN Resident Coordinator/UNDP Resident
Representative

Deputy Assistant Executive Director

UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident
Representative in Zambia

Executive Secretary to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

UNFPA Representative, Sudan

Meetings Services Assistant

Chief Risk Officer

Assistant Director-General

Sr. Advisor, UN Governance and Multilateral Affairs
Director, UN OCHA Afghanistan

Director of Procurement Division

UN Resident Coordinator

Global Head of Education

COO, Global Partnership to End Violence Against
Children

Senior Communication and Advocacy"
Special Assistant to the Deputy Executive Secretary
Resident Representative

Chief, Latin American, Caribbean and Arab States
Sections

Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs

DSRSG/HC/RC in UNAMA (Afghanistan) and
MINUSTAH (Haiti); Executive Director, UNOPS

UNDP Deputy Regional Director, RBLAC and
Executive Director a.i., UNOPS

Judge, International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia

Direction for North America at UN HQTR

UN Resident Coordinator
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UNICEF
UNDP

UNICEF

UNICEF

UN Secretariat

UN Secretariat, WHO, UNDP,
UNRWA

UNICEF
UN Secretariat, UNODC, ECA

UNDP, UNFCCC

UN Secretariat
UNEP, UNFCCC
UN DPKO, UNMIN, UNSMIL
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UNDP
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UNICEF, ILO
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ILO

UNICEF
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UNDP/UNEP

UNDP

UNDP

UNDP, UN Secretariat

UNRWA, UNODC

Chief, UNICEF Rajasthan Sub-Office, India
UN Resident Coordinator in Ukraine

Deputy Executive Director, UNICEF &
Assistant-Secretary-General, United Nations

Regional Communication Adviser CEE/CIS

ASG for Human Rights,
DSRSG in Iraq and South Sudan

Director, Human Resources, UNDP

Chief, Organizational Learning and Development
Administrative Officer, UNOWAS

Chief of Staff, UNDP; Director of Subsidiary Body of
Implementation, UNFCCC

Director, Division for Palestinian Rights
Coordinator, Climate Change Communications

Special Assistant to the acting UNSMIL SRSG

UN Resident Coordinator / UNDP Resident
Representative

Chief of Branch, Social Protection Department

Assistant Secretary-General
Deputy Media Chief, UNICEF Headquarters
WHO Scientist, MCH, Geneva HQ

UN Special Coordinator of the SG for Emergency Relief
Operations (Liberia), UNDP Regional Representative(Asia)

Senior Advisor and Manager

Director, UN Information Centre, Pretoria
Director, UN Information Centre, Mexico City
Regional Advisor for Child Protection

Rep in Cambodia and Ethiopia

Special Representative to the UN and WTO,
Director in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Head of Technical Cooperation, Social Protection
Department

Chief, Community Development
Assistant Secretary-General for UNICEF
Senior Deputy Country Director, UNDP Afghanistan

UN Resident Coordinator / UNDP Resident Representative,
Romania

Deputy Country Director in DRC, Haiti, Comore

UN Representative in Belarus; UN Resident Coordinator
in Poland, Tajikistan, Nepal

Chief of Budget, UNODC
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UNFCCC
UNMISS

UN Secretariat
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UNOCHA
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UNFCCC
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Deputy Controller

Marketing Assistant
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Deputy Executive Secretary

Resident Coordinator

Programme Officer, Executive Direction and Management,
Paris Agreement negotiations coordination & support
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UN Resident Coordinator, Latvia,
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UN Commissioner-General (ASG) for Yeosu Expo,
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Chief, Social Perspectives on Development Branch
UN Resident Coordinator, China

UNICEF Deputy Regional Director; Special
Representative EXD-UNAIDS; Regional Director a.i

Former Director, Global Indicators Group, World Bank;
Former IMF Resident Representative, Russian Federation
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Director, The Americas and Europe,
Department of Political Affairs

UN Resident Coordinator for Viet Nam, Turkey, Malaysia
Chief, Security Council Secretariat Branch
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Acting Director of Communication
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Senior Economic Affairs Officer
Director, UNDP Office in Geneva

Spokesperson for UNMIBH; Spokesperson for ICTY
Prosecutor in Bosnia and Kosovo

Medical Officer
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UNODC Vienna
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DESA, ECLAC
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Assistant Secretary-General,
Pers. Representative of SG, Afghanistan

Conference and Protocol Officer

Deputy Director, Division for Policy Analysis

Director, Human Rights at UNAMA

UN Resident Coordinator / UNDP Resident Representative
Director and Deputy Executive Director of UNODC

UN Resident Coordinator in Ukraine

Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs
UN Resident Coordinator / UNDP Resident Representative
Director, Social Protection, ILO

Assistant Emergency Coordinator
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Chief of English Copy Preparation and Proofreading
Unit

SG's Rep for Humanitarian Assistance in Ethiopia
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UN Resident Coordinator in El Salvador
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Senior Political Affairs Officer, Security Council
Affairs Division

Representative in Costa Rica and Argentina
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assessment of Eastern Ukraine recovery 2014-15

Sr. Technical Advisor

Assistant Secretary-General
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UN Resident Coordinator in DPR Korea
Senior Adviser to the Director-General
Information Officer, UNICEF Tokyo

Sr. Adviser for Institutional Development, PAHO/WHO

Speechwriter for UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

Assistant Secretary-General, Deputy Executive Director
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Sr. Political Affairs Advisor to Personal Envoy for
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